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This publication contains final estimates of the resident population by age and sex of
statistical local areas and broader statistical areas of NSW at 30 June 1996, for boundaries
existing at that date. These age and sex estimates have been compiled from data
obtained at the 1996 Census of Population and Housing. Consequently, they supersede
estiimates from 30 June 1996 which were previously published and based on the 1991

I
Census results.

Users should be aware that this publication contains final age and sex estimates. These
estimates are derived from final State estimates.
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A Area
City

F females

LGA Local Government Area
males

P persons
part

SD Statistical Division

SLA Statistical Local Area

SSD Statistical Subdivision -
not applicable

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

Gregory W. Bray
Regional Director
New South Wales
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ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION
The estimated resident population of NSW at 30 June 1996 was 6,204,728, which
represented an increase of 305,997 between 1991 and 1996. The average annual growth
rate for this period was 1.0%, which was lower than the Australian average annual growth
rate (1.2%).

The population of Sydney Statistical Division (SD) was 3,881,136, or 62.6% of the total
population for the State. Between 1991 and 1996 the population of Sydney SD increased
by 208,281. The local government areas (LGAs) in Sydney SD which experienced the
highest average annual percentage growth were Sydney (13.7%), Camden (7.1%),
Liverpool (4.2%), Wyong (2.7%), South Sydney (2.5%), Hawkesbury (2.2%) and Gosford
(2.2%). The LGAs of Hunters Hill (—0.3%), Marrickville (~0.2%), Ku-ring-gai (-0.2%) and

Botany Bay (-0.1%) experienced the highest average annual percentage losses.

Across the remainder of NSW, the coastal statistical divisions of Richmond-Tweed
(2.2%), Mid-North Coast (1.7%), lllawarra (1.3%) and South Eastern (1.2%) showed the
highest average annual percentage growth. The LGAs with the most significant average
annual percentage growth during the 1991 to 1996 period were Tweed (3.7), Byron
(3.3%), Port Stephens (3.0%), Hastings (3.0%) and Ballina (2.826)‘

AGE DISTRIBUTION
The established trend of the ageing of the State’s population continues. In 1986, older
people (those aged 65 years or more) constituted 11.0% of the NSW population,
compared to 11.9% in 1991 and 12.6% in 1996.

While the proportion of older residents in NSW continues to increase, the proportion of
children (persons aged less than 15 years) in NSW continues to diminish. In 1986 the
proportion of children resident in NSW was 22.8%, in 1991 it was 21.6% and in 1996 it
was 21.1%. '

Estimated resident population by age, NSW, at 30 June
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CHILDREN (UNDER 15 YEARS)

At 30 June 1996, there were 1,311,888 children residing in NSW — 671,959 males and
639,929 females.

Sydney SD maintained its position of having the lowest proportion of children (20.2% of
the estimated resident population) of all the statistical divisions in NSW. The lowest
proportions of children within Sydney SD were in Sydney (7.5%), South Sydney (8.9%)
and North Sydney (8.9%). Within Sydney SD the highest proportions of children were
located in the outlying LGAs of Campbelltown (28.7%), Wollondilly (27.1%), Penrith
(26.2%) and Blacktown (26.0%).

Outside Sydney SD, North Western SD (25.3%) and Murrumbidgee SD (24.2%)
continued to have the highest proportions of children, while Hunter SD (21.6%) and Far
West SD (21.6%) had the lowest proportion of children in their resident population.

Children: proportion of population in statistical divisions,
NSW, at 30 June
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OLDER PEOPLE (65 YEARS OR MORE)

rew

3S .

At 30 June 1996, there were an estimated 782,191 older residents in NSW — 338,477
males and 443,714 females.

Older people represented 11.8% of the population of Sydney SD. The LGAs with the
highest proportions of older people within Sydney SD were Hunters Hill (18.8%), Wyong
(18.1%), Gosford (17.2%), Hurstville (16.3%), Rockdale (16.3%), Drummoyne (16.1%),
Kogarah (16.0%) and Manly (16.0%). The lowest proportions of older people were found
in Campbelltown (5.2%), Penrith (6.2%) and Blacktown (6.7%).

Outside Sydney SD, the proportion of older people was 14.0%, which was above the
State figure of 12.6%. The statistical divisions with the highest proportions of older
people were Mid-North Coast (16.7%) and Richmond-Tweed (16,0%). The statistical
divisions with the lowest proportions were North Western (11.5%) and Murrumbidgee
(12.1%).

Of the State’s 782,191 older people, 321,403 (41.1%) were aged 75 years or more. This

proportion has increased since 1986 when 37.4% were aged 75 years or more.

X, !
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Older people: proportion of population in statistical divisions,
NSW, at 30 June
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SEX RATIO
Females continue to outnumber males in the older age groups. In 1996 the number of
females aged 65 years or more was 443,714 and the number of males aged 65 years or

more was 338,477. This represents a ratio of about 1.3 females for every male.

This ratio becomes greater when older age groups are examined. In 1996 there were
about 1.6 females aged 75 years or more for every male aged 75 years or more. Although
high, this ratio has decreased in recent years. In 1986, there were about 1.8 females aged
75 years or more for every male aged 75 years or more, and in 1991 the ratio was about
1.7.

Sex distribution of the estimated resident population by age,
NSW, at 30 June 1996
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ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION

1 The Estimated Resident Population (ERP) of an area (State, Statistical Local
Area, etc.) is the estimate of the number of persons who usually reside in that
area irrespective of where they were at the date of the estimate.

2 Detailed explanation of the concept of estimated resident population, as
adopted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) for official population
estimates, is contained in the ABS Information Paper Population Estimates:
Concepts, Sources and Methods (Cat. no. 3228.0).

METHOD

3 The estimated resident population of an area at census date is based on the
Census Count (place of actual location) for the area with adjustments made by:
B Excluding all visitors who normally reside elsewhere (ie overseas or in another

area within Australia;

® Including residents of the area who were counted in another area within
Australia;

®  Adjusting for census under-enumeration as measured by the post
enumeration survey.

B Adjustments at the SLA level were calculated separately for the Sydney SD and
Balance of NSW, taking into account differences in underenumeration by age,
sex and birthplace —Australian born/Overseas-born; —

® Including residents of the area who were temporarily overseas (ie for less than
twelve months) on census night.

® Due to the census being held on 6 August 1996 further adjustments have been
made for births, deaths and net migration for the period 30 June to 6 August
1996 resulting in an estimated resident population figure at 30 June 1996.

STATISTICAL AREAS OF NSW

4 This publication contains data presented according to the Australian Standard
Geographical Classification (ASGC) and incorporating changes brought about by
the (State) Local Government Act 1993 to the titles of local government areas
(LGAs). Under this classification, statistical areas are defined as follows:

W Statistical Local Areas (SLAs). These geographical areas are, in almost all
cases, identical with, or have been formed from a division of, whole local
government areas (LGAs) as defined under the (State) Local Government Act
1993 and comprising cities (C) and areas (A)—prior to this Act these areas
were known as cities (C), municipalities (M) and shires (S). In other cases,
they represent areas which are unincorporated under the Act. In aggregate,
SLAs cover the whole of the State without gaps or overlaps. In some cases
LGAs overlap statistical subdivision boundaries and therefore comprise two
SLAs (Part A and Part B) or three SLAs in the case of Cabonne (A) (Part A, Part
B and Part C). Separate estimates for these LGAs are shown in Table 2.

B Statistical Subdivisions (SSDs). These consist of one or more SLAs and form
the intermediate size spatial unit for the presentation of regional data.

& Statistical Divisions (SDs). These consist of one or more SSDs. Where SSDs
are not shown, SLAs are ordered alphabetically within SDs. The divisions are
designed to be relatively homogeneous regions characterised by identifiable
social and economic units within the region, under the unifying influence of
one or more major towns or cities.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES continued

..'O‘...'Q.’Q...C..QOQ...."....'OlQ."..Q.....'........O‘Q

5 Further information concerning statistical areas is contained in the publication
Regional Statistics, Netw South Wales (Cat. no. 1304.1) and in the publication
Australian Slandard Geographical Classification (Cat. no. 1216.0).

BOUNDARY CHANGES

6 A list of name changes, amalgamations and boundary changes of SLAs and
other statistical areas of NSW, from 1 July 1995 to 30 June 1996, is contained in
the Appendix.

ROUNDING

7 Estimates for each age and sex category are shown to the nearest unit without
rounding; accuracy to this level is not claimed and should not be assumed. This
procedure is consistent with 1987 to 1995 age and sex estimates, and is applied
because rounding of small cells could result in substantial year to year fluctua-
tions owing to the rounding process rather than an actual population change.

8 Population estimates in previous publications have been rounded as follows:
8 All areas in Sydney SD have been rounded to the nearest 50 persons;
®  For the remainder of NSW, the SLA and subdivision totals have been rounded
to the nearest 10 persons;
Statistical division totals have been rounded to the nearest 50 persons.
® The State total has been rounded to the nearest 100 persons.

FLOPPY DISK
9 The data contained in this publication are also available on floppy disk.
UNPUBLISHED STATISTICS

10 In some cases, the ABS can also make available information which is not
published. This information may be made available in one or more of the
following forms: floppy disk, microfiche, photocopy, computer printout,
clerically-extracted tabulation. Generally, a charge is made for providing
unpublished information. Inquiries should be made as shown in the inquiries
section at the front of this publication.

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

11 Other ABS releases which may be of interest to users of this publication
include:

NSW—

8 [stimated Resident Population and Components of Change in Population of
Statistical Local Areas, New South Wales, 1986 to 1991 (Cat. no. 3208.1)

®  Population, New South Wales, at 30 June 1997 Preliminary (Cat. no. 3234.1)

Australia—

®  Ausralian Demographic Statistics (quarterly) (Cat. no. 3101.0)

B Estimated Resident Population by Sex and Age: States and Territories of
Australia (Cat. no. 3201.0)

B Regional Population Growth 1991 and 1996 (Cat. no. 3218.0)
Census 96—Usual Residence Community Profiles
CDATA 96 (Cat. nos. 2721.0-2721.8)—Demographic characteristics from the
1996 Census for CDs, postcodes, SLAs, and many other statistical areas are
available on CD-ROM.
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APPENDIX STATISTICAL AREA CHANGES(a)
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Estimated Estimated stock

Net change population of dwellings
Date of in area transferred at transferred at
Area affected by change Nature of change change (hectares) date of change date of change
STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS
Botany (A) Proclaimed City of Botany Bay (C) 1.1.96
Coolah (A) Gained from Mudgee (A) 4.10.95 157.00
Dubbo (C) Gained from Narromine (A) 4.10.95 1811.88
Dumaresq (A) Gained from Nymboida (A) 9.8.95 3.00
Greater Taree (A) Gained from Hastings (A) 3.1.96 4.70 2
Gunning (A) Lost to Mulwaree (A) 7.2.96 -0.31
Hastings (A) Lost to Greater Taree (A) 3.1.96 -4.70 -2
Leichhardt (A) Lost to South Sydney (C) 21.2.96 -0.05
Mudgee (A) Lost to Coolah (A) 4.10.95 -157.00
Mulwaree (A) Gained from Gunning (A) 7.2.96 0.31
Narromine (A) Lost to Dubbo (C) 4.10.95 -1811.88
Nymboida (A) Lost to Dumaresq (A) 9.8.95 -3.00
Shellharbour (A) Proclaimed a city (C) 1.1.96
South Sydney (C) Gained from Leichhardt (A) 21.2.96 0.05
Yarrowlumia (A) Split into two SLA's — Part A and Part B 30.6.95 -
Yarrowlumla (A) Pt A Part A 30.6.95 194 748.00 8989
Yarrowlumia (A) Pt B Part B 30.6.95 102 234.00 262
STATISTICAL SUBDIVISIONS
Clarence (SSD) Reduced by transfer from Nymboida (A) to
Dumaresqg (A) 9.8.95 -3.00
Northern Tablelands (SSD) Enlarged by transfer to Dumaresq (A) from
Nymboida (A) 9.8.95 3.00
Queanbeyan (SSD) Enlarged by transfer of Yarrowlumla (A)
Part A to Queanbeyan (C) 30.6.95 194 748.00 8 989 3371
Southern Tablelands Reduced by transfer of Yarrowlumia (A)
(excl. Queanbeyan) (SSD) Part A to Queanbeyan (C) 30.6.95 -194 748.00 -8 989 -3371
STATISTICAL DIVISIONS
Mid-North Coast (SD) Reduced by transfer from Nymboida (A) to
Dumaresq (A) 9.8.95 -3.00
Northern (SD) Enlarged by transfer from Nymboida (A) to
Dumaresq (A) 9.8.95 3.00

~~~~~~~ L T I I I I I R R I I I I I R I I I R R R R

(a) Name changes, amalgamations and boundary changes of statistical areas in
NSW, from 1 July 1995 to 30 June 1996.
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Australian FOR MORE INFORMATION . ..
Bureau of

Statistics

For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and
other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available from ali ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State and
Territory. in addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of clients can
be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS
also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some tailored information
services.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25¢/20 secs.
This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic
statistics including the CPL

Internet
http://www.abs.gov.au -

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Internet, with basic statistics
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National Indicators,
ABS product release details and other information of general interest.

Sales and Inquiries

client.services@abs.gov.au

National Mail Order Service (02) 6252 5249
Subscription Service 1300 366 323
Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales

CANBERRA (02) 6252 6627 (02) 6207 0326
SYDNEY (02) 9268 4611 (02) 9268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 (03) 9615 7755
BRISBANE (07) 3222 6351 (07) 3222 6350
PERTH (08) 9360 5140 (08) 9360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 8237 7100 (08) 8237 7582
HOBART (03) 6222 5800 (03) 6222 5800

DARWIN (08) 8943 2111 (08) 8943 2111
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Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616
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